How To Be A Servant – 
A Personal Bible Study

Saul spent a few days getting acquainted with the Damascus disciples, but then went right to work, wasting no time, preaching in the meeting places that this Jesus was the Son of God. They were caught off guard by this and, not at all sure they could trust him, they kept saying, “Isn’t this the man who wreaked havoc in Jerusalem among the believers? And didn’t he come here to do the same thing—arrest us and drag us off to jail in Jerusalem for sentencing by the high priests?”

But their suspicions didn’t slow Saul down for even a minute. His momentum was up now and he plowed straight into the opposition, disarming the Damascus Jews and trying to show them that this Jesus was the Messiah.

After this had gone on quite a long time, some Jews conspired to kill him, but Saul got wind of it. They were watching the city gates around the clock so they could kill him. Then one night the disciples engineered his escape by lowering him over the wall in a basket. (Acts 9:20-25, The Message)
Saul was in trouble—his former allies were so incensed at his about-face that they made plans to kill him! Saul couldn’t handle the problem on his own—he needed help.

Saul escaped because others served him.

· What did they do?

· What were their names?

· When did they serve?

· Who told them what to do?

· What was the impact of their service?

STOP AND THINK ABOUT THE PRECEDING QUESTIONS BEFORE COMPLETING THE REST OF THIS STUDY.
We Must Be Willing to Serve in Obscurity

Who held the ropes for Saul? No one knows but God. These brave Christians risked it all with no expectation of a reward. In fact, there were probably many other Christians who were in favor of letting Saul be killed because of his past sins. Far from being heroes, these servants risked being snubbed by their allies.

On your campus you will frequently be called upon to serve in obscurity. None of the students will know what you have done, none of your supporters will know what you have done, and sometimes even your ministry director will not know what you have done. You won’t get brownie points with anyone but God. But “your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (Matthew 6:4)

We Must Be Willing To Serve When We Are Needed

When did they hold the ropes? When they were needed to. There was a brief window of opportunity to serve Saul. If they waited for their schedules to clear up or for a less threatening situation, they would have never served. They struck while the iron was hot!

Often your life in campus ministry will be inconvenient. You will have to wake up earlier than you would like and go to bed far beyond your comfort zone. Students don’t wait to have a breakdown until your next free lunch slot. Your team members don’t wait to have their car break down until you have an available afternoon. You must be willing to serve when service is needed, even though it will be inconvenient for your schedule.

We Must Take The Initiative In Serving

Who asked them to hold the ropes? No one—this was their plan. They saw a need, and took the initiative in meeting that need.

If you always wait for your ministry director to tell you what to do then you will stifle the work of God on your campus. Whenever you bring a problem to your team’s attention bring a suggestion along with it. And if it’s a simple problem then handle it on your own.

We Will Never Know The Impact of Our Service

These brave servants had no idea that they were saving the greatest Christian leader in history. All that they knew of Saul was his past (a persecutor of the church) and his present (a troublemaker with promise). In fact, many of them probably never saw the fruit that Saul’s life bore—martyrdom was widespread at the time. Let’s look at what came about as a result of their service:

· Over half the books in the New Testament

· The gospel spread to Asia and Europe

· Churches with strong leaders were planted all around the Mediterranean

· The church was organized into flexible forms that were able to survive persecution

In campus ministry you will never know the results of 90% of your service. The atheist sophomore you bring to the grocery store may someday be a government official who approves a missionary visa because of your act of kindness. The arrogant freshman that you allow to do laundry at your house might go on to become a servant-hearted person when they get a home of their own and realize what it meant for you to throw your doors open for them. But you will likely never know that. You must be content to serve graciously and leave the results up to God.

Will You Choose to Serve?

Sometime in the next few days you will have a choice to make. You will see a problem, will understand how it can be solved, and then you will either hold the rope or you will not.

Will you hold the rope? Will you take a risk, inconvenience your schedule, serve in obscurity, and make a difference you will never fully see the fruit of?

If so, welcome to the wild world of college ministry.

