10 Principles of Authority 
by Belkis Lehmann

 

When we think about authority we often think of power.  While not encapsulating the entire concept it is a main aspect of the definition, for when one has authority one has power.  In our modern age the term authority is often distasteful to us.  The main reason for this is that we are very rebellious and hate the idea of anyone having power or authority over us.  We speak of being disillusioned with authority figures and structures, but probably we are relieved because it seems to give us an out of that other ugly word, submission.

 

How did we get this way?  Or did we actually begin this way and have just gotten more comfortable with ourselves?  Authority is one of the main concepts of the Bible and something that God established loves, and respects.  Understanding the principles of authority is crucial for all believers and especially for those serving in ministry, if we are to so see “His Kingdom come, His Will be done.”

 

The First Adam
 

To understand the Biblical concept of authority we must begin in the beginning, in the Garden of Eden.  There God made man and woman.  We are told He gave them dominion over the animals and everything else.  It seems the man was also an authority over the woman.  What happened is quite instructive for our subject.

 

The serpent came to the woman and told her she God was holding out on her.  He had forbade the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil because He knew that when she took it and ate it, she and her husband would be like God Himself. 

 

Let’s examine the lie the serpent told.  It was true that when they ate of the fruit their eyes were open and they had knowledge they did not have before.  But did this knowledge make them more like God or less?  There was something the man and woman had before eating the fruit which they lost because of it.  This something made them more like God than knowledge did.  This was something which the serpent desired and schemed to take from them through subtle duplicity: authority.

 

Before what we call the fall the man and the woman were given authority over the whole earth.  They had power: power to name the animals, power to tend them, and power to steward the garden.  Notice the power they were given was not to be abused.  In its original creation man was given power to use to serve others, just like God does.  God, who has all power and authority, does not abuse his power but uses it to serve.  

 

Servant leadership is not a new concept introduced by Christ.  We may more appropriately say Christ reintroduced this concept because like many others it was lost in the fall.  So our first principle of authority is very appropriately:

 

#1 Authority is given by God for service to others.

 

The serpent deceived them.  He tricked them into obeying his words instead of those of God.  It was a clever idea for it accomplished two goals.  First, the man and the woman lost their place of authority.  Second he, the serpent, was given that authority.  For as Jesus says in John 6 or 8, “whatever you serve that is your master.”  So in obeying the serpent they made the serpent, not God, their master.  That’s our second principle of authority:

 

#2 Whatever we serve we give authority to.  In other words, obedience= submission.
 

The original couple made a fatal error when they thwarted God’s authority and decided to submit themselves to the serpent’s leadership.  They traded a good loving authority whose desire was to serve them for an evil self absorbed authority whose goal was to destroy them. 

 

God was angry.  The reasons are too many to list here.  But a main reason is another principle of authority:

 

#2 God hates rebellion.
 

That may sound somewhat obvious, but it bears mentioning.  The Bible equates rebellion with the sin of witchcraft.  In other words, to rebel is to fellowship with the serpent himself.  He is the original rebel and rebellion is in his domain.  To rebel is to enter that domain. 

 

#3 to rebel is to enter that Satan’s domain. 
 

Notice the punishments and their relationship to authority.  The ground would no longer yield to the man’s authority.  Now it would be hard toil to get it to produce fruit.  The woman, who was supposed to be in submission to the man, usurped that authority.  Of course she did it with his full consent and agreement.  “And she gave to her husband who was with her.”  He stood there the whole time and said nothing to help her or offer her leadership.  Instead he followed, and followed the wrong course.  For punishment the woman was, “and your desire shall be for your husband and he shall rule over you.”  It’s interesting that the thing she rejected is what she received.  From both of these punishments we derive our second principle of authority:

 

#4 When we rebel and thwart authority we end up serving unjust authority.
 
What happened in the Garden of Eden changed history for mankind.  The serpent, the devil, became the ruler (authority) not just over the first man and woman but every man and woman ever to be born.  The Bible calls Satan the “prince of the power of the air” and the “ruler of this world.”  It was through Adamic transfer of authority that he received this power.  That brings us to our third principle on authority:

 

#5 God always respects delegated authority.
 

God gave authority to the man and the woman.  They gave it to the serpent.  God did not at that moment step in and take it back.  He respected the man and woman’s decision and allowed the serpent to have authority over the world. 

 

The Second Adam
 

Jesus was born into a world He had created and yet was ruled by His enemy.  What an incredible situation.  What incredible trust in His Heavenly Father that He entered that situation not armed to the teeth but as a weak, helpless baby in a poor, disenfranchised family.  Here we find another wonderful principle of authority:

 

#6 Our level of trust and rest is directly related to our level of faith in our authorities.
 

Before Jesus entered his public ministry He did something which seemed bizarre to at least on individual.  He asked John the Baptist to baptize Him.  Why did he do this?  John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  What did Jesus need to repent of?  Hebrews tells us that He was tempted in every way like us, but yet without sin.  Jesus explained his reason with the statement, “let it be done to fulfill all righteousness.”  In other words, “It’s right that I do this.”  Why?  Because Jesus came as the second Adam, He needed to identify with all mankind so that His work could represent all mankind. 

 

Yet, this was just the beginning of His identification.  Directly after baptism, Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted.  Who led Him?  Satan?  No, God led Him so that He could begin His ministry in earnest.  The original Adam was tempted and fell.  The new Adam must also be tempted.  The enemy was out to make a servant of Christ.  All he needed was one area of obedience to nullify anything that Christ would do.  Luke tells us that after His baptism Jesus left, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” but after the temptation “he went in the power of the Spirit.”  I think there is another principle of authority here:

 

#7 We can not have power (authority) over something/someone unless we have been tempted and overcome.
 

Just as obedience to the serpent brought his authority into the life of the human race, Christ’s rejection of that authority and submission to God brought God’s kingdom into the human race.  For after this Jesus begins to preach, “The kingdom of God has come.”  What is the kingdom of God but His authority?  It was not coming, but had come.  It invaded in principle the moment Jesus was born but invaded in earnest the second He strayed from the pattern set by Adam and Eve, when He chose submission over rebellion.

 

Remember principle #2, “Whatever we serve we give authority to.  In other words, obedience= submission.” It was through submission that Jesus conquered the enemy.  (“During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.” Hebrews 5:7). 

 

Just as Phil 2 says, Jesus was obedient, even unto death.  His obedience established Him as the second Adam and last man.  Second Adam for He is now the father of a new race of men and women, a race not of rebels ruled by Satan, but of submitted humans ruled by God.  The last man for there is no need for another.  His work is done and is final. 

 

Christ’s submission to the Father was vital to accomplish His mission, to undo what Adam had done.  He who had made the world and who lived in eternity past as the Word, chose to live a life of perfect submission and obedience.  Thus He transformed the hated concept of submission into the most beautiful of terms and gave us another principle of authority. The opposite of number 4:

 

#8 When we serve, obey, and submit we are exalted and granted authority.
 

Notice what Jesus declares after his act of perfect obedience, the cross and resurrection: “All authority in heaven and earth is given to me.”  (Matthew 28:18).

 

How About You?
 

Rebellion lives deep in the heart of man.  Although Christ came to free us from it, it continues to live in our very core until such a time as we are delivered through submission.  It is when we bow the knee to Jesus that we cease to be slaves to this world and its ruler.  Isaiah rightly described our condition when he wrote, “We all like sheep have gone astray.  We have each turned to our own way.”  That is rebellion. The thought that we know best, that our way is the true way.”  Thank God he goes on to write, “…and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

 

There is nothing more natural than for a dog to bark.  In the same way, there is nothing more natural that for a man (or woman) to rebel.  It is so subtle it can sneak up on us without ever seeing it.  It is one of the areas of our lives that we have to constantly watch.  Of course the cure of rebellion is submission.  So we need not live in fear constantly asking ourselves, “Am I rebelling.”  We need simply live a life of proactive submission and obedience.

 

Of course, this is easier said than done.  Yet it can be done.  I think understanding its importance and the value God places will help you to guard your life in this vital area.  Notice how Jesus commended the Centurion for his faith (Matthew 8) when he recognized Jesus authority and ability to exercise it.  “I have not found such faith in Israel.”  The centurion did more than display faith.  He displayed an important principle of authority:

 

#9 We exercise authority to the degree we are submitted to it.

 

Notice when describing his own power (authority) he did not say, “…for I too am a man with authority.”  Instead he declared, “I too am a man under authority.”  His authority came from the Roman Government and as such was limited to his own submission to that government.  He could command men to come and go, because he himself obeyed the command of others.

 

As a campus missionary you need the authority of God to give you power over the kingdom of darkness.  There is nothing wrong with desiring power or position.  Notice that when Jesus disciples desired leadership positions, Jesus did not rebuke them.  He simply instructed them on the cost of such positions of authority and gave us another principle:

 

#10 We can have authority with God and in His kingdom but we must pay the price of sacrifice and service.  Furthermore, the more we serve, the greater our authority. 
 

This has been demonstrated over and over again both in the Bible and through out history.  Those who have power with God are those who serve.  Just as Jesus said, “He who would be the greatest must be the greatest servant.”

 

Dealing with difficult situations
 

When we look at scripture and mine its wonderful principles life appears easy and clean. That’s what principles are.  Yet life is far from easy and seldom clean.  It is messy and complicated.  As such there will be times in your life that it will cost you dearly to obey these principles.  Times when it will be so difficult it will seem like death itself.  Be not dismayed, for just as Paul you’ll be able to confess “Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.” (2 Corinthians 1:9) 

 

Interacting with the Principles of Authority
Prepare answers to the following to share with your coach.
 
Look over the 10 principles of authority:
 
1. Which ones is it easiest for you to understand/ put into practice?  Which are most difficult?
 
2. Look over the list below.  Find Biblical examples of these events (at least two for each) and derive your own principles. 
 
Rebellion from followers
Back biting and slander
Abuse from leaders
Disagreement with leaders
 
3. Share one event from your own life when you failed to submit or when submission was extremely difficult. 
