Jesus at Prayer

By Rich Lamb

"Jesus moved from one place of prayer to the next, performing miracles along the way."

	Passage
	Why is Jesus praying?
	What is He asking for?

	Luke 3:21-22 – his baptism


	
	

	Luke 5:15-16 (see also 4:42) after a day of miracles
	
	

	Luke 6:12-13 – before 
choosing his disciples
	
	

	Luke 9:18-22 – before 
instructing
	
	

	Luke 9:28-29 – at the 
transfiguration
	
	

	Luke 10:21-22 – on the return of the seventy-two
	
	

	Luke 11:1 – before teaching them to pray
	
	

	Luke 22:31-32 – for Peter and the disciples
	
	

	Luke 22:39-46 – at the point of suffering
	
	

	Luke 23:34, 46 – from the cross
	
	


See additional commands to pray:  Luke 6:28, 10:2, 18:1

Teachings about prayer, Luke 11:1-13, 18:1-8

General questions for each of the above situations:
· Where, when is Jesus praying? (Are there things you can learn from this?)
· Why is Jesus praying?
· Why would this be an important time to pray?
· Is Jesus facing some decision or transition in ministry?
· What possible temptations/distractions could have kept Jesus from praying in this situation? (What are the distractions you commonly face?) 
· What/how did he pray?
· Is Jesus thankful for something? Praying for someone or something? Does he pray alone, with others, silently, out loud? (Are there clues here to what or how you might pray?)

Application: How does this all apply to you?

Take some time to think about your own prayer life in the light of Jesus' prayer life. What are some things God is teaching you about prayer? Do you have a regular or daily time of prayer? If so, what kind of pattern or structure is involved? What would you like to see changed in your prayer life (e.g., consistency, praying for others, intimacy with God, listening, etc.)? What questions do you have about prayer? Make a note of your experiences of changes, questions, problems, and promises regarding prayer.

