God And His Rivals: The Bible and Pluralism
By Glen Davis

There are many references to other religions on the Bible. Your task today is to decide what the Bible teaches about them.
In The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:3 & Deut 5:7 say, “You shall have no other gods before me.”

· Which makes more sense to you: that the Israelites believed there were many Gods and that they were being asked to choose or that the Israelites believed there was only one God and they should not worship figments of their imagination?
The Divine Council
The Divine Council is a name that Old Testament scholars give to what is called “The Great Assembly” in Psalm 82:1.

A psalm of Asaph.

1God (elohim) stands (singular) in the divine council (literally, council of El);
among the gods (elohim) He pronounces judgment.
2How long will you (plural) judge unjustly,

showing favor to the wicked?

Selah.
3Judge the wretched and the orphan,

vindicate the lowly and the poor,
4rescue the wretched and the needy;

save them from the hand of the wicked.
5They neither know nor understand,

they go
 about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth totter.
6I said, “you (plural) gods (elohim),

sons of the Most High (beney Elyon), all of you (plural);
7but you (plural) shall die as men do,

fall like any prince.

8Arise (the command is singular), O God (elohim),

judge (the command is singular) the earth,

for you (singular) shall inherit all the nations

· The interpretation of this Psalm revolves around the definition of “gods” (elohim). Some scholars say they are literal other gods, other scholars say that they are angels, some scholars think they refer to the other members of the Trinity, and yet other scholars say they are human rulers. Which interpretation makes the most sense to you?
· Compare this with 1 Kings 22:19-23, Job 1:6, Job 2:1, Psalm 89:5-7, 

· Check the box in the table below that makes the most sense to you for each reference.

	Reference
	I Think It’s Talking About Real Spiritual Entities
	I Think It’s Talking About Figments of Human Imagination
	I Think It’s Talking About Human Kings

	Psalm 58:1
	
	
	

	Psalm 86:8
	
	
	

	Psalm 95:3
	
	
	

	Psalm 96:4
	
	
	

	Psalm 97:7
	
	
	

	Psalm 97:9
	
	
	

	Psalm 135:5
	
	
	

	Psalm 136:2
	
	
	

	Psalm 138:1
	
	
	


Concerning Idols
	Reference
	What does this passage teach or assume about idols?

	Psalm 115:1-8
	

	Isa 44:6-23
	

	Isa 45:5-22
	

	Jer 2:11-13
	

	Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25
	

	Acts 17:16
	

	1 Thess 1:8-10
	

	1 Cor 8:1-13
	

	1 Cor 10:6-30
	

	1 Cor 12:1-3
	

	1 Cor 15:10-11
	

	1 Cor 16:9
	

	Rev 9:20-21
	


Do We All Worship The Same God?
	Reference
	What does this imply or assume about the other religion(s)?

	Gen 14:18-20
	

	Ex 18:1-2, 9-12
	

	Job 1:1-8
	

	2 Kings 5:15-19a
	

	Isa 45:1-6
	

	Hosea 2:16
	

	Mt 2:1-12
	

	Acts 14:8-18
	

	Acts 17:16-34
	

	John 4:19-24
	

	Romans 2:1-15
	


Some Potentially Relevant Observations
Proverbs 31 was written by King Lemuel. Search a concordance to find out when he reigned in Israel.
In Paul’s writings/speeches he quotes 
· Epimenides of Crete in Titus 1:12
· Aratus of Cilicia/Soli’s Phaenomena 5 in Acts 17:28
· Cleanthes’ Hymn to Zeus (this also is quoted in Acts 17:28)
· Menander, author of the Greek comedy Thais, in 1 Corinthians 15:33
Google for “Amen-em-opet Bible”. Reflect on what you read in light of 1 Kings 4:29-34 and Ecclesiastes 12:9.
What, if anything, do these observations imply about other religions?
Concerning Jesus

	Passage
	What does this passage teach or assume about other religions?

	1 Tim 2:5-6
	

	John 14:6-7a
	

	Acts 4:12
	

	Matt 11:27
	

	Luke 10:16
	

	John 3:36
	

	Col 1:13-14
	

	Acts 26:9-20
	


Summing It All Up

In light of everything you have studied, what does the Bible teach about

truth in other religions?
whether other religions are made-up by people or are the products of Satan?
other monotheists – do they worship the same God as us?
� Taken from “Introduction to The Divine Council” by Michael Heiser. Available at http://www.thedivinecouncil.com/Introduction%20to%20the%20Divine%20Council%20MTIT.pdf





